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that he who was clean from grievous sins stood in need only of wiping
away smaller stains and imperfections, an emblem of which was this
washing of the feet.

Who is not moved to tremble for himself, and to walk always in holy
fear and in the most profound and sincere humility, when he sees so great
an apostle, endowed with such eminent virtues, grace and spiritual gifts,
fall at last by surprise into secret presumption, and by it into the grievous
crime of denying his divine Master? His protestation that he was ready
to die with him was accompanied with some degree of confidence in his
own courage and in the strength of his resolution; whereas an entire and
perfect distrust in ourselves is an essential part of true humility. Instead
of praying in the humble sentiment of his own weakness and frailty, he
relied on his courage as if it was proof against all dangers. To curb this
rising presumption, Christ foretold him that before the crowing of the
cock and break of day, he would thrice deny him. Jesus still ranked
St Peter among his favourite apostles; and as he had made him, St James,
and St John witnesses of his transfiguration, and of other extraordinary
mysteries, so in the garden of Gethsemane he took these three with him,
when he retired from the rest, and at a distance of a stone's throw from
these three disciples fell into his agony and bloody sweat. Notwithstanding
the courage of our fervent apostle, Christ was obliged to reproach him,
with his two companions, that he was not able to watch with him one
hour; when he ought to have been arming and strengthening himself by
humble prayer against the assaults of the enemy. When Judas led the
Jews to apprehend Christ, St Peter's zeal for his Master made him draw
his sword against his unjust persecutors and smite Malchus, one of the
busiest among them. But Christ taught him that the arms of his disciples
are patience and humility. St Peter, by his presumption and by having
neglected to watch and pray, deserved to fall from his fervour into a state
of lukewarmness. He followed Jesus still when lie was in the hands of
his enemies, but at a distance, as St Luke takes notice. He who just
before thought of dying for his Master and drew his sword to defend
him was become afraid of sharing in his disgrace. Bad company soon
completed the misfortune of this apostle. He mingled with the servants
of the high-priest and other enemies of Christ in the lower hall of Caiaphas's
palace. Here, at the reproach of the portress that had let him in, and soon
after a second time, at that of another maid, he renounced all knowledge
of him. The cock then crowed; yet Peter took no notice. About an hour
after another of the assistants said he was one of the disciples of Jesus,
which others confirmed, because his accent betrayed him to be a Galilaean;
and a cousin of Malchus, whose ear had been cut off, assured that he had
seen him in the garden. Hereupon Peter protested a third time, with
oaths and curses, that he knew not the man. Thus one sin, if it be not